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system not only had the effect of improving the land but provided
Sinter food for cattle, which meant fresh meat throughout the winter,

(iv) New forms of manure were discovered and improved me-
thods of drainace were introduced, so that land was not to be left un-
cultivated for some time for regaining fertility. A scientific system
of manuring removed defects of land and made it more productive
by the use of certain chemicals.

(v) New artificial food for cattle stock was discovered.

(vi) Waste lands were reclaimed and made productive by enter-
prising landowners. Marshes were drained and thus more land be-
came "available for growing corn.

(vii) Areas of common land and open fields were permitted to
be enclosed by individuals through Acts of Parliament and made
productive. 'The old fashioned open field system was renounced1
and the new system of 'Enclosures' took its place." All these causes
led to the improvement of agriculture and there was enormous in-
crease in production.

Attempts were made to protect English corn growers by pass-
ing in 1773 and again in 1791 Corn Laws which prohibited import
of corn when price was below a certain amount.

Social and Economic Results., (i) The small farmers and yeo-
men free-holders, who held their own small estates, had not the capi-
tal for farming on a large scale with the help of the new scientific'
methods. Many of them, therefore, sold their lands to the large land
owners and migrated to the new towns to work in factories. The
countryside suffered a severe drain in man-power. The importance
of the capitalists in agriculture increased.

(ii) Those with smaller holdings and the labourers suffered
great hardship from the enclosure system. Now they could not graze
their cattle on the common pasture on account of enclosures. The
big landowners were prospering and having additional fields, and
the smaller holders were gradually disappearing. A gulf was thus,
unconsciously opening between the mass of landless labourers and
the capitalist farmers.

(iii) The poor rates increased in the country districts and many
of the dispossessed workers migrated to the new industrial .centres
to get work there. This led to the practical disappearance of the
yeomanry and other small free-holders many of whom sank to the
position of labourers. The decrease in the population led to the
growth of the rotten boroughs. ,

" (iv) The wages of the landless labourers did not rise with prices
and the high prices of corn meant starvation. To supplement their
insufficient wages the system of granting allowances sprang up.
Though humanitarian and well-meant in its origin "it kept wages
from rising, encouraged thriftless marriages and dissolute living, dis-
couraged industry and efficient work, destroyed self-respect and pau-
perised the poor."